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The summer of 1825 brought Murchison and his wife
back once more to Nursted House, but the Hambledon fox-
hounds had now lost their charms for him. "With the same
zeal he had thrown himself into another kind of hunting, in
which, instead of old Parson Eichards and his friends, he
had for companion his own wife. Many a deep lane and
rocky dingle did they explore together for fossils. Dr. Fitton
came down to visit them and joined in the pursuit, tracing
out by degrees the well-marked succession of cretaceous
strata shown in that district.

Seeing in this way the problems which he had to work
out in the Petersfield district, Murchison started with his
wife in the middle of August on a tour of nine weeks along
the South coast, from the Isle of Wight into Devon and
Cornwall. Taking a light carriage and a pair of horses, he
made the journey in short stages, lingering for days at some
of the more interesting or important geological localities.
Driving, boating, walking, or scrambling, the enthusiastic
pair signalized their first geological tour by a formidable
amount of bodily toil. Mrs. Murchison specially devoted
herself to the collection of fossils, and to sketching the more
striking geological features of the coast-line, while her hus-
band would push on to make some long and laborious detour.
In this way, while she remained quietly working at Lyme
Regis, he struck westward for a fortnight into Devon and
Cornwall, to make his first acquaintance with the rocks to
which in after years Sedgwick and he were to give the name
by which they are now recognised all over the world.

It was in the course of this tour that he met with a man
whom he has the merit of having brought into notice, and
who certainly amply requited him by the services renderedher
